9-way sub-D Connector Adapter 
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You may soon find this pair of simple adapters invaluable 
when it comes to dealing with wiring problems caused by 
that ‘can of worms’ the serial (RS232) connection between 
PCs and peripherals. 

The adapter allows the user to terminate bare wires into 
the terminal blocks rather than use a soldering iron — pos- 
sibly in locations where the use of a soldering iron is not 
feasible. The authors, for instance, used it as a experimen- 
tal connector whilst working out the wiring colour code of 
the cable. The adaptor was also used whilst debugging 
RS232 problems, and to terminate a temporary cable which 
passed through a bulkhead fitting on a GTEM cell during 
EMC testing. 

There is no PCB design as such, and the circuit diagram 
appears more complicated than the final product! The only 
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thing to watch out for during assembly, is that all connec- 
tors are fitted facing the outer edge of the board. 

K1 is a 9 way ‘D’ female connector (socket), with right 
angled pins for board mounting. K3 is a similar type, but 
male (plug). K2 and K4 are simple 9-way screw terminal 
blocks. 
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